


Introduction

The Village of Merrickville-Wolford embraces the strengths of our historic, yet dynamic 
community, one of the most vibrant communities on the Rideau Canal – a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Merrickville-Wolford “Jewel on the Rideau” is an expression of our community on the lead-
ing edge of tourism communities, while recognizing our attractiveness to new residents 
and visitors drawn to the rural lifestyle within easy commute to the Nation’s Capital.
The Village of Merrickville offers a wide variety of unique shops and businesses, while rural 
Wolford Ward experiences exciting growth in the food sector as local producers intro-
duce organic alternatives at road-side stands, supporting the global movement toward 
healthier lifestyles.
To foster the ongoing growth and success, Merrickville-Wolford has collaborated with the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development committee, with participation 
from businesses and the artistic community, to spearhead a marketing and promotional 
program to benefit all citizens. 
Apart from the recognizable values of our material heritage, values identified by the 
stakeholders include affordability, caring, charming, friendly, historic, walkable, livable, 
safe, and quiet.
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The Village of Merrickville-Wolford in the United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville in Eastern Ontario spans the Rideau 
River an hour southwest of Ottawa. The current municipality 
dates to 1 January 1998 when the Village of Merrickville and 
Wolford Township amalgamated. Jewel of the Rideau became 
Merrickville-Wolford’s when the community won the Com-
munities in Bloom Canadian title in 1998.

Merrickville where village streetscapes reflect the era of 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 has blossomed into 
a favoured tourist destination.

In addition to Merrickville, the village comprises the smaller 
communities of Carley’s Corners, Eastons Corners, Hemlock 
Corners, Snowdons Corners, Jasper, Wolford Centre, Wolford 
Chapel, and Yule. Only Easton’s Corners and Jasper to the west 
stand today as more than names on a map. Easton’s Corners 
was named for Joseph Easton, a Loyalist, who settled in the 
area in the 1790s. Samuel Star Easton, the owner of mills and a 
general store, became the first postmaster office in 1845. Today, 
Easton’s Corners has several heritage homes and buildings.

Jasper, a later community, owes its origin to the arrival of 
the railway in 1859 and thrived during the heyday rail transpor-
tation. To the east Andrewsville, another community founded 
around water power, deserves note for the Save Our Bridge 
movement to preserve the historic cast-iron bridge and maintain 
the crossing over the Rideau.  Funding of $120,000 has been 
committed by Leeds and Grenville County and Lanark County 
(each pledging $60,000) to repair the bridge that links the two 
counties.  Agriculture is the mainstay of rural Wolford. 

Merrickville has deep Loyalist roots. Lieutenant Roger 
Stevens, a King’s Ranger from Vermont, lived with his family 

at the north side of the Rideau River by 1791 above what is 
now Andrewsville. His mill was at the Great Falls, the future 
site of Merrickville. His sudden death by drowning ended his 
early improvements.

Captain Wil-
liam Merrick from 
Massachuset ts , 
also a Loyalist, 
received a Crown 
Grant of 200 acres 
at the Great Falls 
in 1793. He com-
pleted Stevens’ un-
finished mill and 
pushed forward 

water-powered industries. Intrepid settlers moved toward to 
the region.

The three sons of Benedict Arnold received land grants on 
the west side of Wolford Ward south of the Rideau near the 
current Kilmarnock Lock station.

The enterprising community of Merrickville flourished with 
the opening of the Rideau Canal in 1832. What was built as a 
defensive work, to bypass the St. Lawrence River should there 
be another war with the United States, immediately became a 
transportation route for the growing number of manufacturers 
and settlers coming to the interior. Eventually more than 50 
industries, many dependent on water-power clustered by the 
river. Grist mills, sawmills, a cloth factory, woollen mills, and 
foundries accompanied manufacturers farm equipment and 
domestic goods, along with a tannery, creamery, cheese fac-
tory and other industries essential to supplying an increasingly 
populous Canada.

Merrickville survived the late arrival of the railway in the 
1870s and flourished until the upheavals of the 20th century 
delivered economic shocks. In the past three decades, these 
shocks have been relegated to the past. The 2010 vision for 
Merrickville-Wolford committed to an attractive living and 
working environment based on preserving the community’s 
heritage character and natural resources.
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The municipality encourages residents to join in eco-events, 
such as the Zero Volt Challenge, Merrickville Goes Green Eco-
Fair, Earth Hour, and Earth Day. In support of the municipality’s 
commitment to the environment, Merrickville-Wolford has a 
very active Environmental Advisory Committee, composed of 
community volunteers appointed by Council to make recom-
mendations on environmental matters.

Merrickville-Wolford promotes national and provincial ini-
tiatives to protect the environment: the “Well Aware” program 
for useful healthy well and septic advice; Yellow Fish Road for 
awareness about pollution entering local water bodies through 
storm drains; and Pitch-in Canada for village clean-up and 
beautification programs. 

The zero-volt challenge provides hydro a worksheet and 
instructions to identify all power usage and determine steps to 
lower power bills and conserve energy. Recently Merrickville in-
stalled LED streetlights. Electricity usage dropped significantly 
and light pollution in the night sky greatly reduced.

Merrickville Goes Green is a grass-roots organization com-
mitted to local solutions to make the big problems of energy, 
food, and transportation environmentally-friendly and sustain-
able. The organization’s annual May Eco-Fair draws groups and 
individual committed to sharing and discovering eco-friendly 
and sustainable solutions.  

Composting is encouraged by the municipality through an 
informative E-link to the Composting Council of Canada. Simi-
larly, actions to conserve electricity are promoted by a link to 
the Ontario Ministry of Energy. Composting bins can be ordered 
at less than half the usual price from Merrickville Goes Green.

Earth Day, a national movement, offers simple, easy-to-ac-
complish actions individuals working in unison can accomplish 
to contribute to a substantial improvement to the environment.

Merrickville-Wolford participates in The World Wildlife 
Fund’s Earth Hour. Internationally millions in 172 countries and 
territories switched off their lights to participate in the world’s 
largest grassroots movement for environmental awareness. 

A municipal bylaw helps clear the air. “No person shall cause 
or permit a vehicle to idle for more than 3 (three) minutes in 
any sixty-minute period”. In recent years, Merrickville-Wolford 
upgraded the water supply plant and earlier introduced water 
rates to help conserve the resource.

Trash and recyclables are collected at curbsides only in 
Merrickville Ward. Designated fibres and plastics are collected 
on alternate weeks. All recyclables are transferred to a sorting 
depot at the landfill site. Residents of Wolford Ward must deliver 
their trash and recyclables to the site. The landfill site provides a 
Re-use Centre where residents can drop off and pick up house-
hold items such as books, plates, glasses, small furniture, toys 

Tidiness
The pride of business owners 

and citizens reflects in the overall 
tidiness of the village. Sidewalks 
are clean. Litter finds its way to 
the municipal and private trash 
bins along the business blocks. As 
a large rural community, greens-
paces of farms and woodlands 
border the village. Rural Wolford 
is a greenspace & agricultural 
area.

The municipal government actively insures its obligation 
to daily maintenance. Vandalism and graffiti very rarely mar 
the village. Any instances are dealt with as soon as possible. 
A bylaw prevents the visual clutter and obstacles of signage, 
advertising, and posters along sidewalks, on buildings and poles 
and other areas and structures.  Floral displays are encouraged. 

Along the Rideau Canal a green swath traces the lock sta-
tion property and blooms into the treed common referred to 
as Blockhouse Park. The park is a haven for picnickers, as a 
fresh-air rest area for visitors and as a site used regularly for 
a succession of community events. Raised barbeques across 
the canal catered to canal-travelling campers, and daily and 
overnight boaters, as well as visitors by road.

At the west side of Merrickville bordered by the canal is 
the large active park, commonly referred to as the Fairgrounds, 
with a boat launch, a beach for swimming, soccer fields and a 
baseball diamond. The Merrickville Agricultural Fair and Steam 
Show (since 1838) and the Antiques and Collectible Show 
use the park. The Wetlands Trail skirts Rideau Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary (see Environmental Action) and circumnavigates the 
park. Reference to Merrickville District Trails follows under 
Landscapes.

All stakeholders, the municipal government, Parks Canada, 
Leeds-Grenville County, and private landholders maintain and 
preserve their road sides, greenspaces and gardens as time and 
money allow. Neglect is for all intents and purposes unknown. 

The Lions Club plans to build and finance public washrooms 
in downtown Merrickville. A functional new structure sensi-
tive to the local architectural heritage will be a tourism asset.

Environmental Action
The Village of Merrickville-Wolford encourages and 

promotes respect for and enjoyment of the environment. The 
village offers a variety of ways to experience the outdoors. 
There is a commitment to reducing our carbon footprint and 
working towards preserving and protecting the local environ-
ment. Minimal impervious surfaces and plentiful vegetative 
cover benefits The Village of Merrickville- Wolford. 



and more. Residents can also deliver E-Waste for recycling. 
Hazardous waste is collected twice each year.

There is a private 
solar power 
generator in 

Wolford Ward.

Vital refuges for native flora and fauna within Merrickville-
Wolford increase public knowledge and appreciation of the 
natural environment. The Rideau Migratory Bird Sanctuary 
begins within Merrickville and extends westward for 5.6km 
along the Rideau River. Limerick Forest is a 5,782-hect-
are community forest partially within the south and east of 
Merrickville-Wolford.

Where Rideau Migratory Bird Sanctuary is located on 
private or municipal land, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada are responsible for the protection of migratory birds 
and their nests. Habitat management is the responsibility of 
the landowner. The sanctuary provides waterfowl a staging 
area on the Rideau River with an undisturbed refuge during 
the hunting season.

Almost half, 2,212 hectares, of Limerick Forest cover 
Merrickville-Wolford.  Limerick Forest, although owned and 
managed by the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville, has 
a strong contingent of volunteers.  The Friends of Limerick 
Forest participate in the implementation of initiatives consistent 
with the goals and objectives of the Limerick Forest 20 Year 
Forest Management Plan as scheduled in the five-year and 
annual operating plans.

Merrickville-Wolford is an environmentally aware com-
munity growing savvier over time. 

Heritage 
Conservation

Merrickville-Wolford benefits from the community’s 
proximity to the Rideau Canal, designated a National Historic 
Site of Canada in 1925. In 2000, the Rideau Waterway was 
named a Canadian Heritage River, recognizing its outstanding 
natural, cultural, and recreational values. This designation also 
celebrates the role of the Rideau Waterway in Canada's history, 
not the least of which was the founding of our nation's capital. 
In 2007 the canal was designated a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site as a masterpiece of human creative genius. 

Parks Canada maintains and operates the winding 202km 
Rideau Canal, preserving and presenting the canal's natural and 
historic features, as well as to providing a navigable channel 
for boaters. 

The Village of Merrickville-Wolford’s built heritage is 
largely preserved. The stone, brick and wood structures with 
their fine detailing standing today may have been swept away, 
if the community has not been slightly off the beaten path for 
decades.

The Merrickville waterfront looks much as it did on the 
completion in 1832: the locks excavated in the east bank of the 
Rideau; a length of land separating the locks from Merrick’s 
Snye (the headwater above the dam); the island (on which the 
Heritage Industrial Complex now sits); and the original channel 
(Merrick’s snye) of the Rideau River where the power station, 
with its dam, is now located.

The blockhouse, the largest of four built along the Rideau, 
is quite a bit smaller than originally envisaged. Essentially 
completed in 1832, renovations continued until 1835. The first 
floor of the blockhouse was built of masonry, 1.9m thick at the 
bottom, tapering to 0.9m thick at the top. The ceiling (second 
floor) was also lined with masonry and since removed. The roof 
and upper storey were covered in tin to make them fire resistant. 
The blockhouse was surrounded by a ditch (dry moat). The 
lower masonry section rises 6.9m from the base of the ditch. 
The upper floor measured 3.4m to the eaves. 

The blockhouse protecting the locks and the nascent industry 
is now the Blockhouse Museum managed by the Merrickville 
and District Historical Society. Early heritage advocates formed 
the Merrickville and District Historical Society dedicated to 
preserving the region’s domestic, industrial, and agricultural 
past in the Blockhouse Museum. The historical society actively 



commemorates our heritage each June at the Blockhouse Festi-
val with exhibitors, re-enactors and museums from the region.

Parks Canada has been the lead hand in maintaining key 
features of the waterside elements of Merrickville-Wolford’s 
built heritage. As indicated above, the agency owns the Rideau 
Canal assets of which the blockhouse is one, leased to the 
municipality.

The Merrickville Swing Bridge crosses the Rideau Canal 
in the picturesque downtown area. The rehabilitation project 
over the winter and spring of 2015 involved repainting and 
repaving of the bridge. The bridge, built in 1990, is the fifth 
swing bridge to be built at the lock station. 

Parks Canada completed the rehabilitated the Merrickville 
Weir in the off season of 2015-16. The concrete on the pier 
and abutments of the weir had deteriorated downstream of the 
stoplogs and gate.

The Merrickville Depot constructed in 1900 is currently 
leased by the Friends of the Rideau. The wood frame structure 
on a timber foundation has reached the end of its lifespan. The 
building will be raising and the foundation reconstructed in 
2018 by Parks Canada.

At the Edmonds Lock station in the northwest corner of 
Merrickville-Woldford, the overflow dam, weir and lock are 
constructed masonry dating back to the original construction 
of the Rideau Canal and are considered cultural resources of 
national significance. Planned rehabilitation work will improve 
the condition of the masonry structures to ensure they are reli-
able, functional and the heritage fabric is conserved for future 
generations.

The oldest operating foundry in Canada remains on the 
north side of the river in Merrickville. The stone building dating 
to 1840 accommodates the Alloy Foundry, home of the Village 
Metalsmiths. On the adjacent island are the stabilized ruins of 
the Watchorn Woollen Mill and an Industrial Heritage Complex 
exhibiting some of the village’s past industries. 

The Merrickville and District Historical Society identifies 
22 historic properties in Merrickville, including the Alloy 
Foundry, the Industrial Heritage Complex, and the Blockhouse. 
Five Merrick family homes and businesses stand as do other 
19th-century homes.

Adaptive reuse has preserved a number of buildings, princi-
pally the Old Town Hall (c. 1856) home to the Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 245; the Fulford Preparatory College occupies 
the Sam Jakes House (c. 1861); the Jakes-McLean Block (c. 
1862) lives on with a variety of commercial and hospitality 
businesses; across St. Lawrence Street the Aaron Merrick 
Block (c. 1856) mirrors those uses; the LCBO has adapted the 
H.D. Smith Foundry (c. 1860); Knox Presbyterian Church (c. 
1860) houses an antique shop; and the Pearson House (c. 1890) 
bequeathed to the village in 1938, served as municipal offices 
and library, and is now occupied by a business.

An example of adaptive reuse of a contemporary building 
is the Merrickville Public Library, which currently occupies 
the former headquarters of the Canadian Recreational Canoe 
Association in the Fairgrounds by the river. A stroll through 
Merrickville will reveal other examples of adaptive reuse.

What is now the McGuigan Cemetery was in the early 1960s 
a rumoured, overgrown abandoned plot of stones and markers 
uncovered by early members of the Merrickville and District 
Historical Society, 100m south of the Burritt’s Rapids Road. 
This property and the few names revealed this cemetery had 
served a valuable community purpose from the early 1800s to 
1900. Not until 1979 was the historical society able to begin a 
significant restoration to be completed and officially opened in 
July 1981. Visitors can sign a guest book in a small cabin and 
read the descriptive plague at the cemetery gate.

The refurbishment of the Collar Hill Cemetery, the burial 
ground of the extended Merrick family at the east end of Lewis 
Street, was undertaken in 1983 by the village and the histori-
cal society. The graveyard is notable for the raised Welsh-type 
crypts. There are an unknown number of graves. Some were 
simply marked with raw stone. At the entrance is a descrip-
tive plague. A traditional cedar rail fence has been erected to 
replace the older fence.

The well-maintained Wolford Rural Cemetery surrounding 
the Wolford Chapel was established in 1805. The white frame 
church on Kilmarnock Road, belonging to the United Church 
of Canada, no longer holds Sunday services, but the cemetery 
is active.

Two historic cemeteries are privately maintained. Baldwin 
Cemetery on Wolford Center Road was last used in 1903. The 
family had been on the land since about 1803, but the last family 



members succumbed to the Spanish Influenza after World War 
One. The graveyard sits in a serene woodland setting.  The tiny 
Burk Cemetery on County Road 16 in depopulated Hemlock 
Corners was refurbished and enclosed with an iron fence by 
family descendants in 2002.

The Edmunds Cemetery on County Road 17, on western 
border of Merrickville-Wolford, is likely to be restored by the 
Merrickville and District Historical Society with partners in 
2017. The burial ground dating to the very early 1800s holds the 
remains of Loyalists and other early settlers whose descendants 
remain in the community.

Historic plaques extolling Merrickville’s history extend 
from one end of the village to the other. At the Industrial Heri-
tage Complex a three-dimensional bronze tablet with index is 
an aerial view of the complex at its late 19th-century height. 

Three informative panels at the blockhouse (to the left of 
the entrance ramp, to the right of the entry door and on the lawn 
at the southwest corner of the blockhouse) present information 
regarding the building. 

To the south by ornamental shrubbery, a plaque commemo-
rates the first Boy Scout Troop in Canada found here early in 
the first decade of the 20th century. Close by a village map, 
updated each year is an information centre for visitors. Next to 
the former municipal office and library, a plaque outlines the 
founding of Merrickville.

Toward centre of the village is the Cenotaph, naming 
the men of the community who perished in World War One 
and World War Two. Adjacent to Cenotaph is Quick Firing 
25-pounder, the main field piece of Canadian artillery units 
beginning in 1940. According to Swords and Ploughshares 
Museum, the piece is a rare model of the 25-pounder.

Harry Falconer McLean (d. 1961), Merrickville’s eccentric, 
millionaire philanthropist and president of Dominion Con-
struction is commemorated on a plaque where he resided in 
the final Merrick home. Harry McLean who rose through the 
ranks from a railway water boy, had honoured his workforce 
at every construction site with the multi-verse Kipling poem, 
The Sons of Martha. The second stanza reads:

It is their care in all the ages to take the buffet 
and cushion the shock. 

It is their care that the gear engages; 
it is their care that the switches lock. 

It is their care that the wheels run truly; 
it is their care to embark and entrain, 

Tally, transport, and deliver duly the Sons 
of Mary by land and main.

A complete set of the plaques is in the Blockhouse Museum.
A plaque honouring St. Ann’s Roman Catholic Church in 

Merrickville (1848) stands before the current church built in 
1903.

On the south side of Country Road 16, 7.4km west of Mer-
rickville, the Wickware Brickyard and Tannery (1860-1910) is 
memorialized. There are other distinguished Merrickville-Wol-
ford structures, residents, and events who may yet be honoured.







Urban Forestry

Within built-up Merrickville-Wolford, the municipality, 
residents, and business owners are increasing aware of the 
importance, care, and management of tree populations. The 
protection of the urban forest has been raised before the Coun-
cil. There is a growing understanding of trees as a critical part 
of the infrastructure. 

Beyond awareness of the devastation wrought by the Dutch 
Elm Beetle and the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer, members 
of the community are increasingly sensible of our health and 
well-being intricately interconnected to our trees and forests. 
Trees filter out many airborne pollutants that have negative 
impacts on our health. Large evergreen trees with dense foliage 
collect the most particulate pollution.  

Forests and greenspaces are conclusively linked to a sig-
nificant decline in stress, improved rehabilitation, faster health 
recovery rates, and a decrease in the severity of symptoms in 
attention deficit disorders. The local Communities in Bloom 
Committee will encourage the municipality and residents to 
recognize heritage trees for ensured preservation:

• A notable specimen because of its size, form, shape, beauty, 
age, colour, rarity, genetic constitution, or other distinctive fea-
tures;

• A living relic that displays evidence of cultural modification by 
Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal people, including strips of bark 
or knot wood removed, test hole cut to determine soundness, 
furrows cut to collect pitch or sap, or blazes to mark a trail;

• A prominent community landmark;
• A specimen associated with a historic person, place, event, or 

period;
• A representative of a crop grown by ancestors and their suc-

cessors that is at risk of disappearing from cultivation, e.g. 
heritage apples;

• A tree associated with local folklore, myths, legends, or tradi-
tions.

Residents experience the importance of a healthy tree 
canopy. As the temperatures climb, large shade trees can reduce 
ambient temperatures by 3 to 5 °C. Experts have determined 
a minimum 30-per-cent forest cover is required to maintain a 
healthy, sustainable ecosystem. 



some see an unsightly swamp, biologists see a thriving eutrophic 
(oxygen-depleted) wetland. With careful river stewardship, this 
pond-like environment will continue to thrive in the face of in-
creasing change such as shoreline development and the spread of 
invasive species such as Eurasian watermilfoil, purple loosestrife, 
and zebra mussels.

At the tip of the rail, hikers are on the remains of a masonry 
dam constructed at the same time as the locks (1827-1832). A 
timber dam and weir extended to the far bank to provide the water 
control for this part of the Rideau. The structure was demolished 
in 1914 and replaced by the current cement weir adjacent to the 
upper lock.

Kayaks and canoes are available at The Depot for the ad-
venturous keen to explore the trail by water or venture into the 
Rideau Migratory Bird Sanctuary. 

The Merrickville District Trail Society Walk maintains three 
trails loops through our natural and historical surroundings; oth-
ers are beyond the scope of this document.  The Wetlands Trail 
has been referenced. 

The Toboggan 
Trail is a quiet loop 
in the southeast cor-
ner of the Merrick-
ville. Children and 
adults pioneered 
the path through 
meadow and wood-
land, as the name 

suggests, to the best hill for tobogganing. This is a short, quiet 
woodland circuit in every season for birdwatchers, ramblers, ski-
ers, and those off for a winter’s day of sliding. This will prove a 
tranquil refuge as homes may eventually surround the greenspace.

If one does the round trip from the central Merrickville to the 
extremity of the Merrickville-Limerick Trail more than a good 
10km have been covered, assuming one does not venture down 
the side trails. The observant hiker notes this once occupied land is 
now grown over with 100-year-old cedars, traced by stone fences 
bearing silent witness to the exertions of early settler, a collapsed 
bridge, and indications of earlier logging. Along the route are 
three information panels, a wetland lookout, and a boardwalk. 
In season, hunters range this network of trails as do skiers and 
snowmobilers in their turn.

For those with an interest in much earlier times, there is 
geology. Karst topography is limestone cut by sinks or karst 
hole. This irregular topography is developed by the solution of 
surface and ground water eroding the limestone. Caverns and 
underground streams potentially underlie this. One should be 
careful wandering off the established trails.

Landscape
Given the community’s natural and physical environment, 

Merrickville-Wolford is a showcase landscape in all seasons. The 
architectural streetscape representing decades of slow, limited 
changes is remarkably unified and visually appealing. Under 
the broadest definition, the landscape is Merrickville-Wolford’s 
prime asset attracting visitors and inspiring their exploration of the 
community. Motorists, boaters, cyclist, hikers, and motorcyclists 
zero in on attractions close to their hearts.

Annually five unique homes and gardens are featured in 
the Merrickville House and Garden Tour. This fundraiser for 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church is organized by a parish commit-
tee. Many hundreds of tickets are sold to those who appreciate 
ornamental gardens and traditional architecture in our rural 
community.

Although not specifically promoting our landscape, the Mer-
rickville Artists’ Guild, or MAG, is a group of local artists who 
cater to a wide variety of interests in art and craft. MAG still holds 
an annual fall Studio Tour and Sale. By its existence MAG draws 
visitors to the community’s heritage and creative landscapes, and 
is an expression of our cultural landscape.

The tree-lined side streets invite walkers to stroll as they will 
to admire the delightful variety of well-kept homes or be guided 
by the Merrickville and District Historical Society’s Merrickville 
Historic Properties Walking Tour. 

The Rideau Trail running from Ottawa to Kingston crosses 
the Rideau in Merrickville where local trails invite the curious 
to other attractions.

At Blockhouse Park, a walking tour begins at The Depot (c. 
1900) operated by the Friends of the Rideau as an interpretive 
centre and tourist information hub. The Depot to Dam Trail 
leads across the locks and along the embankment built during 
the construction of the locks.

The embankment shoreline habitat is rich in all types of life. 
Vegetation includes honeysuckle, sumac, dogwood and willow, 
white elm, box maple, apple, and white ash. Along the trail and in 
the water, are muskrats, painted turtles, chipmunks, leopard frogs, 
green frogs, red winged blackbirds, ospreys, catbirds, song spar-
rows, purple finches, great blue herons, mallards, loons and more. 

The view of Merrick’s snye offers lazy moving waters laden 
with nutrients and a shallow riverbed of organic matter. Where 





Floral Displays
Behavioral re-

search indicates 
nature provides a 
simple way to im-
prove emotional 
health - flowers. 
The presence of 
flowers triggers 
happy emotions, 

heightens feelings of life satisfaction, and affects social behav-
ior in a positive manner far beyond what is normally believed.

The 1st Merrickville Beavers and Cubs have begun a but-
terfly garden outside of the Merrickville Public Library. The 
project was part of the Scouts Canada “Good Turn Week” aimed 
at contributing to the community and teaching youth “to always 
do unto others as they would do unto you”. 

A  s t r o l l 
through Mer-
r i c k v i l l e ’ s 
c o m m e r c i a l 
precincts, resi-
dential neigh-
bourhoods, and 
municipal and 
federal proper-

ties pops with the colours of hanging baskets, window boxes, 
containers, and flower beds.

The municipality maintains the hanging baskets; the Cham-
ber of Commerce purchased the annuals. Businesses have set 
out window boxes and containers to beautify their storefronts. 
There are some courtyards enhanced by ornamentals to be 
discovered. The park-like setting for the Cenotaph is adorned 
with annuals, trees, and shrubs. The lock station staff have a 
flower bed fronting their office and a decorative bed at the upper 
lock. A variety of landscapes beautify homes throughout the 
community. Many homes have vegetable gardens.

Not everyone has space available for their horticultural 
expression. These needs and wants are met by the Merrickville 
Community Garden, sponsored by Merrickville-Wolford, 
the Merrickville Lions Club, Merrickville Goes Green and 
Merrickville Community Garden Committee Volunteers. As 
expressed across Merrickville, gardening is a colourful, healthy 
activity providing stress relief and outdoor activity.  Benefits 
accrue also to the observers who take solace in the surround-
ings. The community garden, a source of beauty and food on a 
once-vacant lot, brings people together to grow flowers, herbs, 
fruits, or vegetables. 

The Merrickville-Wolford Community Garden helps create 
a sense of pride amongst neighbors who work together. Young 
people and seniors are often connected by the shared interests 
and a cooperative bond. Care of the gardens increases environ-
mental awareness and the use of environmentally friendly prod-
ucts. Collective gardening increases the sense of community, 
but so too does the spectrum of colour across the community. 
Pride is inspired. Further decorative expression is stimulated. 

Merrickville is brilliant proof of the overall benefits of 
floral colour’s positive impact. 



Cub, Scouts and Beavers planting flowers 
in their Butterfly Garden at the Merrick-
ville Wolford  Public Library. May 2017
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